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About Us 
 

Hendersons Educational Services specialise in exam preparation and assist students seeking to gain 

entry into Victoria’s most reputable schools. We provide educational support through our unique, 

teacher developed workshops, in order to prepare students for independent school scholarships, 
selective entry high schools, select entry accelerated learning (SEAL) programs, high achiever 

programs and Victoria’s specialist schools. 

 

Hendersons is a company founded, owned and operated by teachers, since 1993. Our professional 

and trustworthy teachers are known for achieving superior educational outcomes, resulting in a strong 

success rate amongst our students. Our teachers are known for their expertise in the field of 

education and their knowledge of teaching gifted students.  

 
Our teaching methodology is founded upon the premise that students retain more information when 

they are taught in short, focused sessions. The manner in which we teach, provides the foundation for 

strong learning outcomes and whilst our programs are specifically tailored towards preparing students 

to sit entrance exams, our programs also prepare students as lifelong learners. 

 

As an Educational Services Provider, our mission is to create an ethical 

and professional environment, in which each child can reach their 

academic potential. 
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Who can we assist? 
 

Hendersons provide academic advancement programs, principally in English and Mathematics. 

These programs are a great starting point, should your family be considering a scholarship or 

selective entry school for your child in later years.  
 

Our school entrance preparation programs are targeted at a high academic standard and may cover 

educational material not yet covered in the classroom. This is because the workshops within these 

programs have been developed to cover the content examinable in entrance exams for scholarship, 

selective entry high schools, accelerated learning programs and high achiever programs. These 

exams require a greater depth of knowledge and students are expected to perform at a very fast 

pace. The workshops assume a strong understanding of current (year-appropriate) classroom 

curriculum. In our experience, where a student is not already performing at a high standard, the 
advanced and fast-paced nature of our classes can, in fact, reduce a child’s confidence, which is so 

vital for a positive educational journey. 

 

There are multiple factors to consider when deciding if your child is appropriate for our classes. This 

should include feedback from your child’s teachers, NAPLAN results, school reports, psychological 

evaluations (e.g., cognitive/intelligence test, standardised achievement test) and educational 

assessments. We encourage parents to take a holistic approach to assessing their child’s suitability, 
including their passion and desire to learn. 
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How Schools Select Students 
Who writes the exams for each school? 

 
The majority of schools hire external companies to conduct their exams. There are a number of 

companies who write the entrance and scholarship exams for schools (with the exception of Scotch 

College and Melbourne Grammar School who write their own). For details regarding who conducts 

each school’s exam, examination dates and enrolment details, please contact the following 

organisations: 

 

• The Australian Council of Educational Research (ACER) 

• Academic Assessment Services (AAS) 

• Edutest 

• Department of Education and Training for the Selective Entry High School Examination. 
 

The main entry intakes are at: Years 5, 7 & 9. There are some exceptions to this, so please check 

with each individual school you are interested in. Success is determined primarily by student 

performance in a formal examination. Scholarship and entrance exams are designed to be more 

difficult than any test the student completes at school. The reason for this, is that the examination 

body must distribute the results from the students achieving the very highest scores, in order to 

identify the top performing students. 
 

The busiest period for scholarship exams is during February and March, for entry the following year. 

In recent years there has been a shift towards schools holding their exams earlier, in October and 

November (16 months prior to the year of entry). 

 

Examinations for entry into Victorian government schools at Year 7, are usually held in April or May, 

but this is subject to change. Examinations for entry into Melbourne High School, Mac.Robertson 

Girls’ High School, Nossal High School and Suzanne Cory High School, are usually held in June.The 
John Monash Science School entrance exam for Year 9 Entry is usually held in June, though this 

year, due to Covid-19, exams may be delayed to August. This will be confirmed by the Department 

and schools after applications close, May 8. 

 

Some schools may also request an interview after the examination process has been completed. This 

gives the Principal a chance to meet with your child to explore their educational needs and interests. 

As part of the interview process, your child may be required to submit an application letter, or 

portfolio. Should you and your child find yourselves in this position, Hendersons provides a service 
that will assist you and your child with your preparation. 
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School Entrance Programs 
 

We offer exam preparation for a variety of scholarships exams, SEAL and enrichment programs, 

selective entry high schools and specialist schools. 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Scholarship examinations for private schools have a different purpose from ordinary classroom tests. 

While a school exam aims to measure what has already been taught, scholarship exams aim to 

predict the future achievement of the child. The majority of scholarships offered will cover a portion of 

the annual school fee. It is rare for a child to receive an offer of 100% remission of school fees. Most 

private schools offer a 50% reduction in fees, whilst some offer 25% and possibly less than this. 
Additional fees usually apply for other incidentals, such as sport and information technology. 

 

SELECT ENTRY ACCELERATED LEARNING PROGRAMS 

(SEAL Schools) 

In 2019, 38 government secondary schools offered programs for very able children. Whilst these 

programs were initially designed to accelerate students through high school, reducing secondary 

schooling from six to five years, student now predominantly take an extended VCE over three years, 

thus enabling them to achieve a higher ATAR. 

 

Entrance is by competitive examination, interview and often, a reference from the candidates current 

teacher. Students selected to partake in this accelerated program will complete all content from the 

Year 7-10 curriculum in three years. Students may then opt to complete the Victorian Certificate of 
Education in two, or three years. 

 

HIGH ACHIEVER PROGRAMS 

A handful of state secondary schools offer High Achiever Programs. These programs give advanced 

students the opportunity to engage with likeminded peers, and to extend their learning beyond the 
standard curriculum. Entrance to these programs is by competitive examination, interview and a 

teacher reference. 

 

SELECTIVE ENTRY SCHOOLS 

(Year 9, 10 and 11  entrance) 

The Department of Education and Training (DET) uses a centralised selection process to admit 
students to Melbourne High School, the Mac.Robertson Girls’ High School, Nossal High School and 

Suzanne Cory High School. These four schools are known, collectively, as the Selective Entry High 

Schools. 
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Prior to the entrance examination, students are required to submit an application form, raking their 

preferences for the four selective entry schools. More details may be obtained from the Victorian 

Department of Education. 

 
Students who sit the selective entrance examination are ranked according to their aggregate score, 

and places are offered accordingly. 

 

• 85% of enrolments at Year 9 are selected from entrance examination results alone. 

• 10% of places are allocated according to rank, score and equity considerations. 

• 5% are selected through a “Principal’s discretionary selection category.” They are invited to 

attend an interview with the principal of the school, and they may be asked to present a portfolio 

of their achievements. 

 

OTHER ACADEMIC SPECIALIST SCHOOLS 

 

John Monash Science School (JMSS): 

• Science, Mathematics and Associated Technologies 

• Year 10 -12 

• Entrance examination usually held in June for Year 9 students seeking one of 200 Year 10 places 

and 20 Year 11 places 

• 3% rule applies 

 

Elizabeth Blackburn School of Sciences (EBSS): 

• Hosted by the University High School 

• Year 11 & 12 

• Exam held in July for Year 10 students seeking one of 100 Year 11 places. 
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Workshop Outlines 
 

Please refer to our website page: Programs and Prices to download a copy of relevant programs, 

along with pricing. These may be referred to when making your booking online. 

 

SCHOOL ENTRANCE PREPARATION PROGRAMS 

Our programs are based on the types of papers found in the actual examinations your child will be 

sitting. 

 

We have a strict maximum of up to eight students in each workshop, whether the workshop is online 

or in the classroom. 
 

Students attending our workshops receive a student manual for each workshop they attend. There is 

more in the material than can be covered in class, and the extra materials Hendersons provides will 

allow your child to consolidate their skills before the actual examination. It is expected that the extra 

materials provided in each workshop will take a number of hours to complete. Hendersons advises 

families that students should attempt to complete the extra work as this will best equip them for the 

challenge of the real exam. 

 
When classes are delivered onsite, Hendersons provide a simple morning or afternoon tea, and 

where the session spans a full day, lunch is also supplied. We suggest students bring a bottle of 

water. No other food is permitted on the premises. We aim to cater for those with dietary needs and/or 

requirements, including: gluten-free, vegan and/or vegetarian. We have a ‘No Nuts’ policy.  

 

SCHOLARSHIP CREATIVE WRITING 

Years 4 to 9 – 2 x 3.5-hour sessions    

 

Our emphasis here is on the structure of an essay, the use of expressive and figurative language to 

engage the reader’s attention and the way to respond to an illustration or other prompts. We help 

students overcome common issues experienced when writing a creative essay and provide guidance 

and suggested timings for different exam formats. Students will complete three essays during the 

course and receive valuable feedback to use for specific improvement. 
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SCHOLARSHIP ANALYTICAL WRITING / OPINION WRITING / WRITE TO INFORM 

Year 4 to 9 – 2 x 3.5-hour sessions 

 

Our aim in these courses is to teach students the correct organisation of this type of essay, the use of 

effective language and the most effective way to express an opinion and substantiate a point of view. 

Students will learn to present logical, well-balanced arguments, including a rebuttal, where 

appropriate. Suggested timings will be provided for the different exam formats. Students will complete 

three essays during the course and receive valuable feedback to use for specific improvement. 
 

SHS CREATIVE WRITING 

Year 8/9 – 3 x 3.5-hour sessions 

 

This course assists students to prepare for writing a 40-minute essay. Students will examine different 
formats such as memoir, letter, blog, journal and short story and learn the expected structure of the 

chosen format. There will be an emphasis on adding interest and detail to capture the reader’s 

attention and provide a text that includes a strong conclusion to leave the reader feeling satisfied. 

Students will be given suggestions on how to best to use their planning time and guidance on 

responding  appropriately  to  the given prompt. Five essays will be completed by students during the 

course  and comprehensive feedback will be provided from the teacher for each essay. 

 

SHS PERSUASIVE WRITING 

Year 8/9 – 3 x 3.5-hour sessions  

 

Students completing this course will be guided in writing a 40-minute essay that responds accurately 

to the given prompt. A range of formats, such as argumentative essay, speech, editorial, letter to the 

editor, will be explored and students will be taught strategies to clearly express their opinions, using 

evidence to persuade the reader. The structure of each essay type will be outlined, and students will 
be given recommendations for using planning time effectively to respond to the prompt. There will be 

an emphasis on using topic sentences in each paragraph and providing examples and explanations to 

link the idea to the topic. Students will examine persuasive devices and practise using these in their 

writing. Five essays will be completed by students during the course and comprehensive feedback will 

be provided from the teacher for each essay. 
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WRITING FOR SCIENCE 

Year 9 – 2 x 3.5-hour sessions 

 

This program encourages students to consider the different types of English language used in the 

context of science. Students are taught to write about science in a persuasive and analytical manner, 

and how to accurately inform an audience about a scientific area of interest. Students also receive 

guidance on the correct way of reporting on and analysing an experiment. Examples of each type of 

essay will be included to guide teaching and learning and students will complete three essays during 
the course, all marked by the teacher to provide specific areas for improvement. 

 

SCIENCE REASONING 

1 x 3.5-hour session 

 
A half-day course to look at examples of questions relating to Science topics, so as to increase 

confidence in this style of reasoning. Topics include: graphs, drawing conclusions, grids, equality, 

time zones, cross sections, contour lines, estimation, mechanics and scale. 

 

NUMERICAL REASONING 

Year 4/5 & Year 6 – 1 x 3.5-hour session Year 8/9 –1 x 6.25-hour session 
 

The focus of this course is to explore the skills needed to ascertain relationships and solve problems 

using numbers. These tests include missing numbers, worded problems, sequences and logical 

reasoning. Students will develop their understandings about the way’s patterns are used in a logical 

progression, leading to improved numerical solution finding. This course helps students bridge the 

gap of abstract problem solving by returning to concrete methods, when called upon, by difficult 

questions. 

 

ABSTRACT REASONING 

Year 4 to 9 – 1 x 3.5-hour session 

 

A half-day course to teach our techniques on how to attack and solve these puzzle-like papers. 

Students will learn and practise using strategies to quickly find patterns within the question, eliminate 

incorrect choices and pinpoint the right answer. Topics include: outside/inside, reflections, rotations, 
classifications, sequences, analogies and positions. 
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MATHEMATICS 

Year 4 & Year 5 – 2 x 3.5-hour sessions 

Year 6 – 4 x 3.5-hour sessions 

Year 8 & Year 9 – 4 x 4-hour sessions  

 

Our maths workshops focus on problem solving skills and exam techniques. They are not intended to 

provide students with additional training in the basic processes of mathematics. Students applying for 

a scholarship or entry to a selective school should already be proficient in mathematics. 
 

There are two stages in solving any problem.  

 

• Analysis – What is this problem really about? What data does the question have which may help 

solve it? 

• Strategies – The skills that will help to solve the problem. 

 

PRACTICE EXAMS 

 

These are fundamental to our program.  Every practice exam comes with a complete performance 

analysis and each student is given detailed explanations for every answer. We provide you with the 

most authentic testing experience outside of the actual exam as students adhere to strict exam 

conditions. 

 

When run on site, results are handed back to students and parents within 15 minutes of the 

conclusion of the exam with written explanations. Following a comprehensive group analysis, 
individual consultations with correctors are available to further discuss feedback for written essays 

that are corrected on site with personalised comments. 

 

In the online test version, delivered via the platform Test Invite, students are sent a link to sit the exam 

on a Friday afternoon. They must complete the exam before 9am the next Monday. We still suggest 

students adhere to the actual timing of the paper and this information is delivered in the parent 

booklet to all families prior to the exam and explained in detail, on the Test Invite platform. Students 

will receive their multiple choice answers immediately upon submitting the exam. Our examiners are 
scheduled to correct student essays Monday and Tuesday so that all students sitting an exam will 

have their results by 9am Wednesday.   

 

We strongly recommend booking at least one practice exam for students to become familiar with the 

expectations and time management required. Please refer to our recommended programs for the 

number of practice exams available for your specific test. 
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Other Services 
 

ACADEMIC ADVANCEMENT PROGRAMS 

These small, group-based workshops are designed to enhance and improve upon each student’s 

existing Maths and English ability. These courses are NOT focused on exam preparation. 

 

The advancement programs have three aims: 

• To raise the skills of the child 

• To provide academic extension 

• To cover what has not been thoroughly learned and practised at school, before attempting the 

scholarship preparation workshops 

 

SNAPSHOTS AND WRITING BEYOND PRIMARY SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

The aim of these English programs is to improve the general writing and reading skills of students so 

that they may use these skills in their everyday work. 

 

Each program consists of six sessions (2hrs 15mins per session). 

 

During the course, the student will cover the following components: 

 

• Writing skills. 

• Reading comprehension. 

• Vocabulary enrichment and word usage. 

• Grammar, punctuation and parts of speech. 

• An overall theme for each session which will enhance general knowledge. 

• 11 essays are written over the six sessions and individually corrected and marked by the teacher. 

• Snapshots focuses on creative writing techniques. 

• Writing beyond primary school spends four sessions focusing on creative writing and two 

sessions on informative/persuasive writing. 

• A written report after the last  session will focus on what progress has been made and provide 
students with suggested areas for improvement. 
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INTRODUCTION TO PROBLEM SOLVING 

 

Our Maths programs examine the mystery of the "written problem" and teach appropriate 

mathematical techniques. Students must have maths skills at a level appropriate to their year level to 

gain from these workshops. 

 

Each program consists of four sessions (2hrs 15mins per session). 

 
All skills in each program are introduced in small incremental steps. This step by step approach is 

enhanced by clear explanations from the teacher. In this way many operations or concepts that have 

seemed mysterious in the past become clearer to the student. 

 

INDIVIDUAL TUITION 

 

Hendersons Educational Services provides individual tuition for students in Years 3 to 12, who are 

seeking support or extension in Maths and/or English. These sessions are provided one-on-one, with 

an appropriately experienced teacher, confident in teaching the skills required for that year level and 

subject. Our tuition is tailored to your child’s individual needs. We can assist your child with their 

current schoolwork, provide academic extension and enrichment, or focus on problem areas. 

 

Availability of teachers is limited, and we allocate places based on those who are first to secure a time 
and date. Tuition is held between 4:15pm and 8:15pm Monday to Thursday and each class is one 

hour in duration. Tuition runs both online and in our office.  

 

INTERVIEW PREPARATION 

Hendersons can assist your child by conducting a one-and-a-half-hour mock interview, prior to your 

child’s formal interview. The purpose of this mock interview is to familiarise your child with the 
pressure of an interview situation. It will assist your child in knowing how to respond to common 

questions with confidence and eloquence. If required, we can also assist your child to compile all 

academic and personal  achievements  into a portfolio that may be presented to the school or 

principal on the day of the interview. 

 

The cost of interview preparation for current Hendersons customers is $100 for 60 minutes (no 

portfolio) and $150 per 90-minute session (30-minute portfolio preparation included). Non-customers 
are charged a slightly higher rate of $125 for 60 minutes and $190 for 90 minutes. 
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APPLICATION/ PORTFOLIO ASSISTANCE 

Hendersons provides a service that will enhance your child’s entrance application and ensure that all 

their brilliant achievements have been communicated to the school in a clear and comprehensible 

format. These appointments are coordinated by some of our most experienced senior teachers, who 

will meet with you to discuss and review an existing application letter. 

 

Application help is $150 for a 60-minute session. Non-customers are charged a slight- ly higher rate 

of $190. 
 

For those needing portfolio assistance and application help the cost is $200 for a 90-minute session. 

Non-customers are charged a slightly higher rate of $250. 

 

To help finalise your application, you will receive a further half hour of assistance from your teacher, 

through email. 

 

ESSAY CORRECTION SERVICE 

For students who have completed one or more of our writing workshops, additional essay topics are 

available to purchase and complete at home. Hendersons advises parents to supervise the 

completion of these essays, and to enforce strict time constraints that replicate those imposed in the 

formal examination environment. 

 
Packages of 3 or 6 essays are available, at a cost of $100 and $190 respectively. 
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How to Book 
Use our online booking system: www.hendersons.com.au to select the dates for each workshop and 

practice exam you would like to attend. Fill out your details and make payment to complete your 

enrolment. 

 

BOOKING GUIDELINES: 

Ensure you select workshops applicable for your child’s year level and the examination format your 

child is sitting. If you are unsure of what to select, please contact our consultants to discuss our 

recommendations. 

 

Your child must be able to attend all dates within a workshop. No refund will apply should you fail to 
attend one day of a multi-day workshop. 

 

PAYMENT METHODS 

The preferred method of payment is online via our secure enrolment portal. We also accept bank 

transfers. 

 

CHANGES AND/OR CANCELLATIONS 

Please refer to our Terms and Conditions, downloadable from: www.hendersons.com.au  to read our 

cancellation policy. We require all changes and cancellations to be submitted in writing, via email, no 

later than 7 days prior to the commencement of each workshop. Late cancellation fees will apply. 

 

Please note we do not supply or sell our materials under any circumstances. Students who are absent 
from a session will not receive the material. 

 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact our team should you require assistance: 

 
Phone: 9813 0277 

Emai l :  info@hendersons.com.au 

www.hendersons.com.au 

 

 
 

 

 

 


